


3.2 Vicious dogs- control, impoundment, appeal

(@) Any dog which has been found to be a vicious dog shall be impounded by the
administrator, animal control warden, or the law enforcement authority having jurisdiction in
such area.

If a dog is found to be a vicious dog, the owner shall pay a $100 public safety fine to be deposited into the
Pet Population Control Fund, the dog shall be spayed or neutered within 10 days of the finding at the
expense of its owner and microchipped, if not already, and the dog is subject to enclosure. If an owner
fails to comply with these requirements, the animal control agency shall impound the dog and the owner
shall pay a $500 fine plus impoundment fees to the animat control agency impounding the dog. The judge
has the discretion to order a vicious dog be euthanized. A dog found to be a vicious dog will not be
released to the owner until the Administrator, an Animal Control Warden, or the Director approves the
enclosure. No owner or keeper of a vicious dog shall sell or give away the dog without approval from the
Administrator or court. Whenever an owner of a vicious dog relocates, he or she shall notify both the
Administrator of County Animal Control where he or she has relocated and the Administrator of County
Animal Control where he or she formerly resided.

(b) It shall be unlawful for any person to keep or maintain any dog which has been found to be a
vicious dog unless the dog is kept in an enclosure. The only times that a vicious dog may be allowed out
of the enclosure are (1) if it is necessary for the owner or keeper to obtain veterinary care for the dog, (2)
in the case of an emergency or natural disaster where the dog's life is threatened, or (3) to comply with
the order of a court of competent jurisdiction, provided that the dog is securely muzzled and restrained
with a leash not exceeding 6 feet in length, and shall be under the direct control and supervision of the
owner or keeper of the dog or muzzled in its residence.

Any dog which has been found to be a vicious dog and which is not confined to an enclosure shall be
impounded by the Administrator, an Animal Control Warden, or the law enforcement authority having
jurisdiction in such area. If the owner of the dog has not appealed the impoundment order to the circuit
court in the county in which the animal was impounded within 15 days, the dog may be euthanized.

Upon filing a notice of appeal, the order of euthanasia shall be automatically stayed pending the
outcome of the appeal. The owner shall bear the burden of timely notification to animal control in writing.

Guide dogs for the blind or hearing impaired, support dogs for the physically handicapped, and sentry,
guard, or police-owned dogs are exempt from this Section; provided, an attack or injury to a person
occurs while the dog is performing duties as expected. To qualify for exemption under this Section, each
such dog shall be currently inoculated against rabies in accordance with Section 8 of this Act. It shall be
the duty of the owner of such exempted dog to notify the Administrator of changes of address. In the case
of a sentry or guard dog, the owner shall keep the Administrator advised of the location where such dog
will be stationed. The Administrator shall provide police and fire departments with a categorized list of
such exempted dogs, and shall promptly notify such departments of any address changes reported to
him.

(c) If the animal control agency has custody of the dog, the agency may file a petition with the court
requesting that the owner be ordered to post security. The security must be in an amount sufficient to
secure payment of all reasonable expenses expected to be incurred by the animal control agency or
animal shelter in caring for and providing for the dog pending the determination. Reasonable expenses
include, but are not limited to, estimated medical care and boarding of the animal for 30 days. If security
has been posted in accordance with this Section, the animal control agency may draw from the security
the actual costs incurred by the agency in caring for the dog.

(d) Upon receipt of a petition, the court must set a hearing on the petition, to be conducted within 5
business days after the petition is filed. The petitioner must serve a true copy of the petition upon the
defendant.

(e) If the court orders the posting of security, the security must be posted with the clerk of the court
within 5 business days after the hearing. If the person ordered to post security does not do so, the dog is
forfeited by operation of law and the animal control agency must dispose of the animal through adoption
or humane euthanization. State law references: Similar provisions, 510 ILCS5/15.
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3.3 Dangerous dogs; nuisance; exceptions.

(a) After a thorough investigation, including: sending notifications to the owner of the alleged
infractions within 10 business days, the fact of the initiation of an investigation, and affording the
owner an opportunity to meet with the administrator or director prior to the making of a
determination; gathering of any medical or veterinary evidence; interviewing witnesses; and
making a detailed written report, an animal control warden, deputy administrator, or law
enforcement agent may ask the administrator, or his/her designee, or the director, to deem a
dog to be "dangerous”. The owner shall be sent immediate notification of the determination by
registered or certified mail that includes a complete description of the appeal process. A dog
may not be declared dangerous if the administrator, or his/her designee, or the director
determines the conduct of the dog was justified because:

(1) The threat was sustained by a person who at the time was committing a crime or offense
upon the owner or custodian of the dog;

(2) The threatened person was abusing or assaulting the dog;

(3) The injured, threatened, or killed companion animal was attacking or threatening to attack
the dog or its offspring; or

(4) The dog was responding to pain or injury.

(b) If deemed dangerous, the administrator, or his or her designee, or the director shall order:
(1) The dog's owner to pay a $50 public safety fine to be deposited into the Pet

Population Control Fund,

(2) the dog to be spayed or neutered within seven (7) days at the owner's expense
and microchipped, if not already, and

(3) one or more of the following as deemed appropriate under the circumstances
and necessary for the protection of the public:

(a) evaluation of the dog by a certified applied behaviorist, a board certified
veterinary behaviorist, or another recognized expert in the field and
compietion of training or other treatment as deemed appropriate by the
expert. The owner of the dog shall be responsible for all costs associated
with evaluations and training ordered under this subsection; or

(b) direct supervision by an adult 18 years of age or older whenever the animal
Is on public premises.

(c) The administrator may order a dangerous dog to be muzzled and leashed whenever it is off
the owner's real property in a manner that will prevent it from biting any person or animal, but
that shall not injure the dog or interfere with its vision or respiration.

(d) Itis unlawful for any person to maintain a public nuisance by permitting any dangerous dog
or other animal to leave the premises of its owner when not under control by leash or other
recognized control methods. (510 ILCS 5/15.2)

(e) Al owners or keepers of dogs found to be dangerous must post in clear view at all times,
and in the most conspicuous or prominent point of entry to the premises, a sign indicating
dangerous dog on the premises. Such sign shall be least eight and one-half (8 1/2) inches by
eleven (11) inches in size, and shall contain in words and pictures, a clear indication that a
dangerous dog is on the premises.

(f) The owner of a dog deemed dangerous shall supply a certificate of insurance naming the
host agency in the amount of $100,000 and has to keep the insurance as_long as the person
owns the dog. If the owner allows the insurance to lapse, the dog will be impounded.
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. (g) Guide dogs for the blind or hearing impaired, support dogs for the physically handicapped,
and sentry guard, or police-owned dogs are exempted from this section; provided, an attack or
injury to a person occurs while the dog is performing duties as expected. To qualify for
exemption under this section, each such dog shall be currently inoculated against rabies in
accordance with division 2 of this article. it shall be the duty of the owner of such exempted dog
to notify the administrator of changes of address. In the case of a sentry or guard dog, the
owner shall keep the administrator advised of the location where such dog will be stationed. The
administrator shall provide police and fire departments with a categorized list of such exempted
dogs, and shall promptly notify such departments of any address changes reported to him.

(g) The administrator, the state's attorney, or any citizen of the county in which a dangerous
dog or other animal exists may file a complaint in the name of the people of the State of lllinois
to enjoin all persons from maintaining or permitting such, to abate the same, and to enjoin the
owner of such dog or other animal from permitting same to leave his premises when not under
control by leash or other recognized control methods. Upon the filing of a complaint in the circuit
court, the court, if satisfied that this nuisance may exist, shall grant a preliminary injunction with
bond in such amount as the court may determine enjoining the defendant from maintaining such
nuisance. If the existence of the nuisance is established, the owner of such dog or other animal
shall be in violation of this Act, and in addition, the court shall enter an order restraining the
owner from maintaining such nuisance and may order that such dog or other animal be
humanely dispatched.

(h) The Administrator or animal control officer has the right to impound a dangerous dog if the
owner fails to comply with the requirements if this section.(Ord. of 3-01-07) State law
references: Similar provisions, 510 ILCS 5/15.1.

3.4 Dangerous dog; appeal.
(a) The owner of a dog found to be a dangerous dog pursuant to this Act by an administrator
may file a complaint against the administrator in the circuit court within thirty-five (35) days of
receipt of notification of the determination, for a de novo hearing on the determination. The
proceeding shall be conducted as a civil hearing pursuant to the lllinois Rules of Evidence and
the Code of Civil Procedures, including the discovery provisions. After hearing both parties'
evidence, the court may make a determination that the dog is a dangerous dog if the
administrator meets his or her burden of proof of clear and convincing evidence. The final order
of the circuit court may be appealed pursuant to the civil appeals provisions of the lllinois
Supreme Court Rules.

(b) The owner of a dog found to be a dangerous dog pursuant to this Act by the director may,
within fourteen (14) days of receipt of notification of the determination, request an administrative
hearing to appeal the determination. The administrative hearing shall be conducted pursuant to
the department of agriculture's rules applicable to formal administrative proceedings, 8 Ill. Adm.
Code Part 1, Subparts A and B. An owner desiring a hearing shall make his or her request for a
hearing to the lllinois Department of Agriculture. The final administrative decision of the
department may be reviewed judicially by the circuit court of the county wherein the person
resides, or in the case of a corporation, the county where its registered office is located. The
administrator review law and all amendments and modifications thereof, and the rules adopted
thereto, apply to and govern all proceedings for the judicial review of final administrative
decisions of the department hereunder.

(c) Until the order has been reviewed and at all times during the appeal process, the owner
shall comply with the requirements set forth by the administrator, the court, or the director.

(Ord. of 3-01-07)State law references: Similar provisions, 510 ILCS 5/15.3.
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3.5 Violations; penalties.

Any person found guilty of a violation of section 3.1(c),3.2(a)or of section
3.3(b)subsection(1-3),(c),or(d) in a court of law shall pay a fine of not less than fifty dollars
($50.00), nor more than five hundred dollars ($500.00). A penalty under this section shall be in
addition to and not in lieu of any action taken under section 3.2(b), or section 3.3(g).

(Ord. of 3-1-07)
State law references: Authority, counties, 55 ILCS 5/5-1071.1; source, animals, 510 ILCS
5/15.

DIVISION 4. PREVENTION OF CRUELTY TO ANIMALS

4.1 Humane care of animals.

No owner shall fail to provide his/her animal(s) with:

(1) Sufficient, nutritious food.

(2) Fresh, clean water at all times.

(3) A shelter which has four sides, a roof, floor, and bedding. The shelter shall be of sufficient
size to permit such animal to stand up and turn around inside when fully grown and allow
retention of body heat. The shelter shall be placed to provide shade from the sun and protection
from the weather.

(4) Regular and sufficient veterinary care to prevent suffering and maintain health.

(Ord. of 3-1-07)

4.2 Abandonment of animal unlawful.
It shall be unlawful for any person to abandon any animal within the county.
(Ord. of 3-1-07)

4.3 Acts of cruelty to animals prohibited.

Unless justifiable in defense of person or property, no person shall:
(1) Kill, wound, or attempt to kill or wound, or poison any domestic animal.
(2) Put to death any domestic animal except by euthanasia under the supervision of a licensed
veterinarian of the State of lllinois.
(3) Beat, cruelly ill-treat, torment, overload, overwork or otherwise abuse a domestic animal.
(4) Cause, instigate, permit, or attend any dogfight, cockfight, bullfight, or other cornbat
between animals and humans.
(5) Crop an animal's ears, an animal's tail or perform similar surgeries except as a licensed
veterinarian of the State of lllinois.
(8) Allow any animal to remain unattended in a motor vehicle by a competent person when the
animal's life, health, or safety is threatened.
(Ord. of 3-1-07)

4.4 impoundment of victimized animals; owner's appeal.

(@) In the event that the administrator, animal control officer, or any law enforcement officer
finds a domestic companion animal(s) to be a victim of cruelty, neglect, or abandorment as
defined by sections with animal cruelty, he/she shall have the right to forthwith remove or cause
to have removed any such animal(s) to a safe place for care or to euthanize said animal(s)
when necessary to prevent further suffering, all at the owner's expense. Return to the owner
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may be denied or withheld until the owner shall have made full payment for all expenses
incurred. Treatment of an animal by any method specified herein does not relieve the owner of
liability for violations and for any accrued charges.
(b) The owner of an animal that has been impounded may appeal, in writing, the impoundment
to the States Attorney within seven (7) days of impoundment. After proper notice, a hearing
shall be held to determine if said animal was the victim of cruelty, neglect or abandonment. The
States Attorney may find that the animal is a victim of cruelty, neglect or abandonment if:
(1) Said animal was abandoned,;
(2) Said animal was not provided by the owner (or agent) with sufficient water, proper food,
shelter to provide protection from the weather, or veterinary care to prevent suffering; or
(3) Said animal was a victim of an act cited in section 4.3 and 4.5.
(c) The States Attorney may find that the animal is a victim of cruelty, neglect, or
abandonment, then he or she shall order appropriate remedies, including, but not limited to,
proper veterinary care, humane destruction of the animal, or refusal to return said animal to the
owner and shall assess all costs to the owner for enforcement of the appropriate remedy, and
for impoundment and boarding of the animal.
(d) Any owner convicted of aggravated cruelty charges, or any of the cruelty listed in section 4.3
(4), will not be allowed to own or reside in a household where there are any animal(s) as long as
they live in the county.
(e) Any one that violates this section (d) will be prosecuted and the animal(s) will be impounded.
(Ord. of 3-1-07)

State law references: Authority, 510 ILCS 70/10.

4.5 Animals for use in entertainment.

(a) No person may use, own, capture, breed, train or lease any animal which he or she knows is
intended for use in any show, exhibition, program, or other activity featuring or otherwise
involving a fight between such animal and other animal or the intentional killing of any animal for
the purpose of sport, wagering, or entertainment.

(b) No person shall own, possess, offer for sale, ship, or transport any equipment or device
which such person knows or should know is intended for use in connection with any show,
exhibition, program, or activity featuring or otherwise involving a fight between two (2) or more
animals or the intentional killing of any animal for purposes of sport, wagering, or entertainment.
(c) No person shall make available any site, structure, or facility, whether enclosed or not, which
he or she knows or should know is intended to be used for the purpose of conducting any show,
exhibition, program, or other activity involving a fight between two (2) or more animals or the
intentional killing of any animal.

(d) No person shall attend or otherwise patronize any show, exhibition, program, or other activity
featuring or otherwise involving a fight between two (2) or more animals or the intentional killing
of any animal for the purposes of sport, wagering, or entertainment.

(Ord. of 3-1-07)

4.6 Seizure and disposition of animals and other items illegally used in
entertainment.

(a) Law enforcement officers and the Administrator shall seize and impound any and all animals
and seize any equipment, money, or other proceeds utilized in or directly related to any violation
of the sections on animals used in entertainment. Animals and other items impounded or
seized shall be held for evidence and for final disposition by the Court.

(b) The county shall give notice to the person from whom the animals, equipment, money or
other proceeds were seized pursuant to paragraph (a) above, or to the person in possession as
owner, or lessee of the premises where said items were found, or if the names of any of these
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persons are unknown to the county, by posting notice upon the outer door of the premises. The
notice shall be directed to any person clairming interest in the property or money, to come before
the Court on a specified date, not less than three (3) days from the date of the notice, and to
show cause, if any, why the items should not be sold at public auction as contraband or
otherwise be forfeited as contraband to the county for disposition as authorized herein.

(c) If in the Court’s opinion, after a full hearing, or upon the default of those notified to appear, it
appears to the Court that the items seized are in fact contraband, the Court shall order
disposition of said items in one or more of the following ways:

(1) Any animal(s) forfeited under this section shall be either humanely euthanized, offered
for adoption, or otherwise disposed of in accordance with any controlling county ordinances, or
provisions of state law.

(2) Any money forfeited under this section shall be forfeited to the county treasury.

(3) Any other items forfeited under this section shall be sold at a public auction to the
highest bidder for cash, and the proceeds paid to the county treasury.

(4) No equipment used for training, fighting, or killing the animals will be sold at auction, it
shall be retained and made available for use in training peace officers in detecting and
identifying violations of Animals used in entertainment.

(Ord. of 2-1-07)

4.7 Diseased and injured animals.

(a) No diseased or sickly horse, cow, hog, dog, cat or other animal nor any that has been
exposed to any disease that is contagious among such animals shall be brought into the county
unless under veterinary care.

(b) Any animal, being in any street, highway or public place within the county, appearing, in the
estimation of the administrator, animal shelter manager, or animal control warden, to be injured
or diseased and past recovery for any useful purpose, and not being attended and properly
cared for by the owner or some proper person to have charge thereof for the owner, and not
having been removed to some private premises or to some place designated by such officer or
animal control officer within on hour after being found or left in such condition, may be deprived
of life by such officer, or as he/she may direct. '
(c) No person, other than the Administrator or law enforcement officers, animal control
wardens, or persons authorized by contract or otherwise, shall in any way interfere with the
removal of such dead, sick or injured animal in such street or place. No person shall skin or
wound such animal in any street, highway, or public place, unless to terminate its life as herein
authorized, except that the owner or person having control of such animal may terminate the life
thereof in the presence and by the consent of a law enforcement officer, or the administrator,
animal shelter manager or animal control warden.

(Ord. of 3-1-07)

4.8 Keeping animals other than domesticated pets.

(a) No person shall keep, harbor, or allow to be kept within the county any lion, tiger, leopard,
ocelot, jaguar, cheetah, margay, mountain lion, lynx, bobcat, jaguarundi, bear, hyena, wolf, wolf-
hybrid, venomous reptiles, or other animal normally wild and dangerous to human life. It is no
defense to a violation of this section that the owner or keeper of the animal has attempted to
domesticate the animal.

(b) Animals maintained by a zoological park, animal control facility, federally licensed exhibit,
veterinary hospital, or educational institutions shall not be regulated by the provisions of this
chapter.

4.9 Dead animals prohibited.
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No person shall:

(1) Allow the body, or any part thereof, of any dead animal to decompose and putrefy by
remaining on his property.

(2) Skin, dismember, butcher, dress, or exhibit any dead animal in view of the public in areas
of the county which have been subdivided for residential purposes.

The owner of an animal shall be responsible for the immediate disposal of such animal's
remains on its death from whatever cause and regardless of the location of such animal's
remains.

(Ord. of 3-1-07)

4.10 Live animals for research prohibited.

No live animals in the possession of the animal shelter shall be released, sold, or given
to any institution or private firm or individual for the purposes of medical or scientific research.
(Ord. of 3-1-07)

4.11 Multiple-pet license.

(a) Multipie-pet owners must obtain an annual license from the county upon payment of a
fee of $25.00. Such license shall be obtained no later than 30 days after assuming
ownership of a sixth animal and must be renewed annually by January 1%. The annual
renewal fee shall be $10 if the owner receives an inspection of excellent. Payment by a
multiple-pet owner shall not exempt such licensee from payment of county registration
fees for each dog or cat owned by him/her.

(b) Multiple-pet ownership without obtaining such license shall be in violation of law for
which, upon conviction thereof, such owner shall be penalized not less than $50.00 and
not more than $500.00.

(c) If someone has five or more “breedable females” (dogs or cats) and are selling the
offspring and/or the adults, the owner of the animals would need to be licensed with
lllinois Department of Agriculture. If the owner has a license with the Department, they
would not need a muitiple-pet license with the county. The owners will still have to
comply with county ordinances in regards to rabies vaccination and registration of the
animals. Anyone found in violation of this section would be charged with operating a
kennel without a license.

4.12 Multiple pet-owner licensee requirements.

An applicant for a multiple-pet license shall consent to the inspection of the premises where
his animals are kept or maintained. Such inspection shall be performed before issuance of the
license or upon receipt of a complaint. Annual inspections may be required for multiple-pet
owners with marginally acceptable standards. Such inspection may be performed by the
Administrator. Failure to comply with a request for inspection is a violation of this article.
Holders of muttiple-pet licenses shall conform to the following requirements:

(1) All dogs and/or cats over four months of age must be inoculated against rabies and

registered pursuant to this article.

(2) All dogs and/or cats must be provided with a continuous supply of fresh water, sufficient
food to maintain acceptable body weight, proper shelter, protection from the weather and
sufficient veterinary care to prevent suffering.

(3) If the dogs and/or cats are kept or maintained within a structure or building, such building
shall:

a) Be kept clean, free of feces and urine.



b) Not constitute a nuisance or danger to the health or welfare of its inhabitants nor
surrounding residents.
c) Be well ventilated and maintain appropriate temperature (follow USDA
guidelines) to prevent suffering.
(4) If the dogs and/or cats are kept or maintained outside a building;
a) A shelter of sufficient size to permit such animal to stand up and turn around
inside when fully grown shall be provided at all times
b) The shelter shall have four sides, a roof, floor, bedding, and an opening large
enough for the animal to enter the shelter. The shelter shall be placed to provide
shade from the sun and protection from the weather.
c) The shelter shall be placed at least ten feet from all property lines except where
there is an alley.
d) A dog shall be deemed to be housed outside if said dog is outside for more than
eight hours in the aggregate during any 24-hour period or is outside for more
than 30 minutes between the hours of 11:00 p.m. to 7:00 a.m.
(5) The dogs and/or cats shall be prevented from running at large.
(6) The dogs and/or cats shall be prevented from causing a nuisance pursuant to section
1.16 of this act.
(7) The owner’s property shall be kept free of all feces and urine to prevent its accumulation
from constituting a health hazard or an odorous nuisance. "
(8) The applicant shall not have been found guilty of more than three violations of the animal
control ordinance within the previous three years from the date of application.
(9) The owner shall immediately notify the Animal Control Administrator of any change in
the animals governed by the multiple pet license including the rabies vaccination and
registration required pursuant to this article.

4.13 Revocation of multiple-pet license.
(@) Upon conviction of a second violation of the requirements pursuant to this article, the
administrator shall revoke the multiple pet license for a period of not less than three
‘months not more than five years, the length of the revocation period to be determined by
the number and severity of the violations. After expiration of the revocation period, the
license shall not be automatically reinstated. The former licensee must reapply for the
license and show an ability to conform to the existing ordinances before he may be issued
a multiple pet license. :
(b) Upon revocation of the license, the owner shall relinquish ownership of his/her
animals to the Administrator.

4.14 Impoundment of multiple pets.
(a) The Administrator may impound the dogs and/or cats of any multiple-pet owner if such
owner does not hold a multiple-pet license.
(b) Such animals shall be redeemed by the owner upon payment to the Administrator the
lawful fees accrued pursuant to this chapter and after application and approval for a
multiple-pet owner license.

4.15 No feral cat colonies are allowed.
No person shall feed, keep, harbor, permit, or start up any feral cat colonies in the county. The
cats will be impounded and euthanized.

4.16 Female dogs and cats in heat.
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Every owner of a female dog or cat shall cause such dog or cat to be confined in a secure
enclosure while in heat.

417 Responsibility of owner of rental property.

Owner of rental property who rents to a person who owns an animal that attacks another person
or companion animal will be responsible for damages if renter has no insurance to cover the
costs of damages. '

4.18 Normal husbandry practices--Construction with other laws.

Nothing in this division affects normal, good husbandry practices utilized by any person
in the production of food, companion or work animals, or in the extermination of undesirable
pests. In case of any alleged conflict between this division, and the Wildlife Code of Illinois (520
ILCS 5/1.1 et seq.), or "An Act to define and require the use of humane methods in the
handling, preparation for slaughter, and slaughter of livestock for meat or meat products to be
offered for sale" (510 ILCS 75/1 et seq.), approved July 26, 1967, as amended, the provisions of
those acts shall prevail.

(Ord. of 3-1-07)

4.19 Violations; penalties. ,

Any person found guilty of a violation of this chapter, in a court of law shall pay a fine of
not less than fifty dollars (350.00), nor more than five hundred dollars ($500.00). A penalty
under this section shall be in addition to and not in lieu of any action taken.

(Ord. of 3-1-07)
State law references: Authority, counties, 55 ILCS 5/5-1005.4.




